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Extremely preterm and extremely low birth weight (ELBW) infants are prone to severe hypothermia and standard practices may not be adequate for thermoregulation during interhospital transfer.1 Transwarmer mattresses carry a risk of serious burns,2 and a safety warning has also been recently issued by British Association of Perinatal Medicine (BAPM) about their use. The servo-controlled device with mattress (SCDM) is conventionally used for cooling in term infants with hypoxic-ischaemic encephalopathy.3 There is no literature on its use for thermoregulation in ELBW infants. The theoretical risks associated with use of the SCDM and rectal probes include rectal perforation, rectal bleeding, skin damage from probe dressings and burns from the mattress.4

The aim of our quality improvement (QI) project was to look at the feasibility and effectiveness of the SCDM for thermoregulation during transport of infants born at ≤28 weeks … 
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