





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: ADC Fetal & Neonatal Edition]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 96, Issue 2 
	Neonatal organ donation: has the time come?


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Editorial


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Neonatal organ donation: has the time come?
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Joe Brierley

	Correspondence to Dr Joe Brierley, Paediatric and Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children NHS Trust, Great Ormond Street, London WC1N 3JH, UK; brierj{at}gosh.nhs.uk




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/adc.2010.192757

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Organ transplantation provides life-saving treatment for children with severe end-organ failure, using organs usually sourced from live-related or cadaveric donors.
Infants under 2 months in the UK do not donate organs, whereas in other, similarly developed, healthcare systems, such donation and transplantation are routine. Indeed, infant hearts donated in Europe are retrieved and transplanted in the UK. Furthermore, other organs may soon be realistically transplantable in the first months of life.
In 1988, the Conference of Medical Royal Colleges produced a report on neonatal organ transplantation long before this was feasible.1 Now the technical capabilities have arrived, it is surely time to reconsider this area.
This paper considers the practical, ethical and legal issues surrounding organ donation from UK neonatal units.
While philosophers debate definitions and criteria for death, for clinicians the practical tests used to certify death remain paramount.2 The Academy of Medical Royal Colleges (AoMRC) ‘Code of Practice for the Diagnosis and Confirmation of Death’3 offers authoritative guidance, maintaining the 1991 British Paediatric Association (BPA) standards4 for diagnosing death in children using either cardiorespiratory or neurological criteria. While prima facie acceptable, the devil for paediatricians is in the detail, and the relevance of the document to infant organ transplantation will be explored.
In UK neonatal practice, death is certified using cardiorespiratory criteria, the examination performed to certify death for anyone dying outside intensive care. No breath sounds, no heart sounds, pupils fixed and dilated is a frequent final entry in medical notes.
Clinicians in adult and paediatric intensive care units (PICU) are also familiar with the concept of neurological death, which in the UK is brainstem death (BSD) certifiable by bedside brainstem tests.3 BSD is usually a result of traumatic or hypoxic brain injury, causing sustained raised intracranial pressure, leading to cerebellar tonsil … 
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