





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: ADC Fetal & Neonatal Edition]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 99, Issue Suppl 1 
	PC.94 Teaching the teachers: The hidden public health impact of preterm birth


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Poster presentations
BAPM/NNS: Neonatal Medicine


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      PC.94 Teaching the teachers: The hidden public health impact of preterm birth
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	S Johnson1, 
	I Gallimore1, 
	C Gilmore2, 
	J Jaekel3, 
	V Strauss4, 
	D Wolke4

	[bookmark: aff-1]
1University of Leicester, Leicester, UK

	[bookmark: aff-2]
2Loughborough University, Loughborough, UK

	[bookmark: aff-3]
3Ruhr-University Bochum, Bochum, Germany

	[bookmark: aff-4]
4University of Warwick, Coventry, UK





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract



Background Children born preterm are at high risk for adverse cognitive and behavioural outcomes. Teachers are increasingly responsible for identifying problems and providing long-term support, yet no studies have assessed how prepared they feel to meet the needs of these children.





Methods A 33-item scale to assess knowledge of the outcomes and educational needs of preterm children was developed and validated and appended with questions to assess demographic characteristics and information needs. Emails were sent to head teachers of all schools in England inviting staff to complete this questionnaire online.





Results Responses were obtained from 734 teachers (64% community schools; 25% academies; 11% independent schools) ranging from Early Years to Further Education teachers. The proportion of teachers’ correct answers on the knowledge scale ranged from 0% to 87% with a mean of 44.5% (SD 16.9) correct. Teachers’ poorest knowledge related to mathematics, developmental delay, attention and social skills. Only 14% felt they had received sufficient training about preterm birth and only 39% felt adequately equipped; 84% of teachers requested training about preterm birth.





Conclusions Three children in an average class size will be born preterm, yet teachers lack knowledge of their outcomes and educational needs and most feel ill equipped to support them in school. Worryingly, their areas of poorest knowledge related to the most common adverse outcomes following preterm birth. There is a pressing need for clinicians to ‘teach the teachers’ about preterm birth to reduce the public health impact of this growing population of children.
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