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    Abstract



Aim To describe the prevalence, pregnancy outcome and survival of higher order multiple pregnancies.





Methods Epidemiological analysis of data prospectively notified to the Northern Survey of Twin and Multiple Pregnancy (NorSTAMP), the only population-based multiple pregnancy register in the UK, during 1998–2011.





Results There were a total of 160 higher order pregnancies (495 fetuses) notified to NorSTAMP during the 14 years comprising 148 (92.5%) triplet pregnancies, 10 (6.3%) quadruplets, one (0.6%) quintuplet and one (0.6%) sextuplet pregnancy. The prevalence of triplet maternities decreased from 4.2 per 10,000 maternities in 1998–2004 to 1.9 per 10,000 maternities in 2005–2011 (RR = 0.45, 95% CI 0.31–0.64, p < 0.0001).

From a total of 444 triplets, there were 71 spontaneous fetal losses (<24 weeks), 13 feticides or terminations of pregnancy and 340 live births. There were 20 stillbirths (17 antepartum, three intrapartum) and 19 infant deaths (nine early neonatal, five late neonatal and five postneonatal). The overall extended perinatal mortality rate (EPMR, stillbirths and neonatal deaths) for triplets was 94.4 per 1000 total births and the infant mortality rate was 55.9 per 1000 live births. The EPMR decreased from 102.5 per 1000 total births in 1998–2004 to 77.6 per 1000 in 2005–2011 (RR = 0.76, 95% CI 0.37–1.57, p = 0.56). Infant mortality decreased from 77.6 per 1000 live births to 9.3 per 1000 over the same periods (RR = 0.12; 95% CI 0.02–0.88, p = 0.01).





Conclusion Triplet rates have significantly decreased during the study period, most likely due to changes in assisted reproductive policies. Mortality outcomes, particularly infant mortality, have improved.







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/archdischild-2014-306576.448

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health]
	[image: The European Society for Developmental Perinatal and Pediatric Pharmacology]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by topic
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Thank you to our reviewers
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-2052Print ISSN: 1359-2998

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


