





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: ADC Fetal & Neonatal Edition]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 96, Issue 3 
	Effect of the introduction of diagnosis related group systems on the distribution of admission weights in very low birthweight infants


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Original articles


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Effect of the introduction of diagnosis related group systems on the distribution of admission weights in very low birthweight infants
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Sylvie Abler1, 
	Pablo Verde2, 
	Hans Stannigel1, 
	Ertan Mayatepek1, 
	Thomas Hoehn1

	[bookmark: aff-1]1Department of General Pediatrics, Neonatology and Pediatric Intensive Care Medicine, Heinrich-Heine-University, Duesseldorf, Germany

	[bookmark: aff-2]2Coordination Center for Clinical Trials, Heinrich-Heine-University, Duesseldorf, Germany


	Correspondence to Thomas Hoehn, Neonatology and Pediatric Intensive Care Medicine, Department of General Pediatrics, Heinrich-Heine-University, Moorenstr. 5, D-40225 Duesseldorf, Germany; thomas.hoehn{at}uni-duesseldorf.de




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract



Background Admission weight to neonatal intensive care units is used in several diagnosis related group (DRG) systems to assess reimbursement by health insurance programs for premature infants. Modifications of admission weights could significantly affect reimbursement in either direction.





Objective Whether the introduction of the German DRG system in 2004 influenced the distribution of admission weights of premature infants was investigated.





Design/methods All very low birthweight infants in the most heavily populated German federal state, North Rhine-Westphalia, born in 1999–2001 and 2004–2006, were investigated. Data were retrieved from the medical association of North Rhine-Westphalia on 13 180 very low birthweight infants (VLBW; birth weight <1500 g). These data included admission weight and gestational age.





Results In 2004–2006 compared to 1999–2001, there were significantly more infants with admission weights below 1000 g (2004–2006; 949–999 g: 460 infants, p=0.007) and 1500 g (2004–2006; 1449–1499 g: 815 infants, p=0.0019), and fewer infants with documented weights above these cut-off values (1999–2001; 1000–1049 g: 346 infants and 2004–2006; 1500–1549 g: 658 infants).





Conclusions The introduction of the DRG system in Germany has affected the distribution of admission weights of premature infants. Potential reasons for this effect including upcoding are discussed.
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