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Observational studies demonstrated improvements in gas exchange in infants who were placed on high-frequency oscillation (HFO) following failure of conventional ventilation (rescue HFO), but the few randomised controlled trials did not demonstrate important clinical benefits.1 2 Indeed, subsequent meta-analyses did not recommend routine use of rescue high-frequency oscillatory ventilation (HFOV) in infants with respiratory failure of any gestational age.3 4 Considering that data are limited, our aim was to explore use of rescue HFOV in UK neonatal units. A questionnaire was sent to all 189 UK neonatal units between May 2022 and August 2022.
There was a 98% response rate: 57 responders from neonatal intensive care units (NICUs), 84 local neonatal units (LNUs) and 45 special care baby units … 
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