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In April 2021, the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) published new guidelines for neonatal infection,1 replacing the 2012 guidance. In order to reduce antibiotic usage in healthy infants, NICE modified risk factors and allowed use of Kaiser Permanente Sepsis Risk Calculator (KP-SRC)2 as an alternative with prospective audit. KP-SRC provides recommendations for antibiotics, culture with observation or observation only. Previous studies,3 including from our group,4 demonstrated significant reductions (up to 84%) in antibiotic usage on virtual application of KP-SRC compared with NICE 2012. No studies examining the impact of NICE 2021, or its effect in conjunction with KP-SRC, have yet been published.
We performed a retrospective application of NICE 2021 using data collected from 11 neonatal units (NNUs) in the West Midlands, UK. We included all infants born ≥34 weeks’ gestation between 1 January 2020 and 29 February 2020, not directly admitted to NNU, started on antibiotics following NICE 2012 guidelines. KP-SRC was also retrospectively applied (early-onset Sepsis (EOS) incidence rate 2/1000; regional … 
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