





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: ADC Fetal & Neonatal Edition]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 106, Issue 5 
	Impact of neonatal sepsis calculator in West Midlands (UK)


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    PostScript


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Letter


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Impact of neonatal sepsis calculator in West Midlands (UK)
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	http://orcid.org/0000-0001-6157-1083Tim J van Hasselt1, 
	Helen McDermott2, 
	Pinki Surana2, 
	Rawia Eltahir3, 
	Laura Macaskill4, 
	Raunak Jain5, 
	Nicola McMullan6, 
	Samantha Slee1, 
	Megha Jagga7, 
	Muhammed Naseem2, 
	Oluwaseyi Alake7, 
	Canada Cherry8, 
	Benjamin Miguras9, 
	http://orcid.org/0000-0002-3825-4781Andrew K Ewer7,10 
	Paediatric Research Across the Midlands (PRAM) Network

	
1
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, University Hospitals of North Midlands NHS Trust, Stoke-on-Trent, UK


	
2
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, Birmingham Heartlands Hospital, University Hospitals Birmingham NHS Foundation Trust, Birmingham, UK


	
3
Neonatal Unit, Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital NHS Trust, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, UK


	
4
Neonatal Unit, City Hospital, Sandwell and West Birmingham Hospitals NHS Trust, Birmingham, UK


	
5
University College London, London, UK


	
6
Neonatal Unit, Dudley Group of Hospitals NHS Trust, Dudley, West Midlands, UK


	
7
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, Birmingham Women's Hospital, Birmingham Women's and Children's NHS Foundation Trust, Birmingham, UK


	
8
Neonatal Unit, Good Hope Hospital, University Hospitals Birmingham NHS Foundation Trust, Birmingham, UK


	
9
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, Royal Wolverhampton Hospitals NHS Trust, Wolverhampton, UK


	
10
Institute of Metabolism and Systems Research, University of Birmingham, Birmingham, UK



	Correspondence to
 Dr Tim J van Hasselt, Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, University Hospitals of North Midlands NHS Trust, Stoke-on-Trent ST4 6QG, UK; t.vanhasselt{at}nhs.net





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/archdischild-2020-320862

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	neonatology
	microbiology

The Kaiser Permanente Sepsis Risk Calculator (KP-SRC) was developed to predict early-onset neonatal sepsis (EOS), using continuous variables (local EOS incidence rates, maternal factors, infant well-being) to guide decision making.1

KP-SRC has been adopted in Plymouth and Wales, reducing antibiotic use by up to 84%2 3 compared with using National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) guidelines. This may reduce antibiotic resistance, dysbiosis,2 invasive procedures and mother–baby separation, although some safety concerns have been raised.4

We performed a virtual application of the KP-SRC versus NICE guidance on postnatal antibiotic usage and length of stay, using anonymised clinical data collected prospectively across 11 neonatal units in the West Midlands, UK. The Health Research Authority confirmed ethical approval was not required.
All infants born ≥34 weeks’ gestation between 1 January 2020 and 29 February 2020 who were commenced on antibiotics for EOS and managed as per NICE guidelines were included. Those admitted to the neonatal unit prior to commencing antibiotics were excluded.
The KP-SRC … 
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