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Draper and colleagues present the results of their international, multicentre outcomes study of very preterm (VPT) infants.1 The study was performed in 11 of 19 centres participating in the Effective Perinatal Intensive Care in Europe (EPICE) collaboration. Study participants include infants born between 22 0/7 and 31 6/7 weeks in 2011 and 2012. The primary outcome measure was rate of moderate or severe neurodevelopmental impairment (NDI) using a parent report tool at 2 years of age. There was a high overall rate of moderate or severe NDI and a high degree of variability in rates of NDI between countries, even after adjusting for maternal and infant factors.
Understanding and identifying sources of variability in the outcomes of VPT infants are important for guiding neonatal care and decision-making. The authors are to be commended for their international and interinstitutional approach to understanding outcomes and their predictors. Harmonising outcomes measures across centres and countries is no easy feat.
This paper highlights an important and understudied problem in maternal and child health: regional variation in outcomes and the role of geography in determining health status. Much has been written about health disparities between rich and poor countries, with differences in disease prevalence and outcomes attributed to lack of medical services, poor sanitation and hygiene, and the scourge of poverty itself.2 But what about differences between middle-income and … 


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Funding The author has not declared a specific grant for this research from any funding agency in the public, commercial or not-for-profit sectors.

	Competing interests None declared.

	Provenance and peer review Commissioned; externally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	Original researchEPICE cohort: two-year neurodevelopmental outcomes after very preterm birth

Elizabeth S Draper
Jennifer Zeitlin
Bradley N Manktelow
Aurelie Piedvache
Marina Cuttini
Anna-Karin Edstedt Bonamy
Rolf Maier
Corine Koopman-Esseboom
Janusz Gadzinowski
Klaus Boerch
Patrick van Reempts
Heili Varendi
Samantha J Johnson

on behalf of the EPICE group
E Martens
G Martens
A Hasselager
L Huusom
O Pryds
T Weber
L Toome
PY Ancel
B Blondel
A Burguet
PH Jarreau
P Truffert
B Misselwitz
S Schmidt
L Gortner
D Baronciani
G Gargano
R Agostino
D DiLallo
F Franco
Ileana Croci
A van Heijst
J Gunkel
J Nijman
J Mazela
LM Graça
MC Machado, C Rodrigues
T Rodrigues
H Barros
R Costa
M Norman
E Wilson
E Boyle
AC Fenton
DWA Milligan
M Bonet
C Bonnet
AV Sepannen


Archives of Disease in Childhood - Fetal and Neonatal Edition 2019; 105 350-356   Published Online First:  05 Nov 2019. doi: 10.1136/archdischild-2019-317418 



	FantomsHighlights from this issue

Ben J Stenson


Archives of Disease in Childhood - Fetal and Neonatal Edition 2020; 105 343-343   Published Online First:  19 Jun 2020. doi: 10.1136/archdischild-2020-319864 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health]
	[image: The European Society for Developmental Perinatal and Pediatric Pharmacology]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by topic
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Thank you to our reviewers
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-2052Print ISSN: 1359-2998

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


