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In our recent paper1 we provided estimates of length of stay for very preterm (24–31 weeks gestational age) singleton babies admitted for neonatal care in units within England. As with much neonatal research, we chose to exclude multiples (twins, triplets and higher order; in this letter referred to as ‘multiples’) from this initial work. However, as around 1 in 10 twins are born before 32 weeks, compared with around 1 in 100 singleton births,2 it is important to be able to also estimate the length of stay for these babies to aid the planning of healthcare resources and facilitate the counselling of their parents.
We were interested in whether the estimates of length of stay from the singleton population could be applied to multiples without the need to calculate new estimates. Data related to multiples admitted to neonatal units in England equivalent to the singletons was extracted from the National Neonatal Research Database. A total of 7496 babies met the inclusion criteria as described elsewhere1: 6755 twins and 741 triplets or higher order.
We calculated the observed median (25th, 75th centiles) length of stay for multiples by week of gestational age at birth and compared it with that estimated previously for singletons (table 1). Across all gestational ages, the median length of stay for multiples was very similar to their singleton … 


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Twitter @SarahESeaton

	Contributors SES conceived the idea and undertook the analysis, under the supervision of BNM, ESD and KRA. SES wrote the first draft of the paper. NM provided clinical context and medical insight. All authors contributed towards the manuscript, revising it critically for intellectual content. All authors have read and approved this final version of the manuscript.

	Funding This study was funded by Research Trainees Coordinating Centre (grant number: DRF-2013-06-011, NF-SI-0512-10159).

	Competing interests None declared.

	Patient consent Not required.

	Ethics approval Permission was granted to use anonymised data from the NNRD for research purposes (Reference: 14/NW/0349, North West—Lancaster Research Ethics Committee) and agreement was obtained from all neonatal units in England that existed in 2014 to use their data for this project.

	Provenance and peer review Not commissioned; externally peer reviewed.

	Data sharing statement Data used in this study can be obtained from the Neonatal Data Analysis Unit. More information can be found at: http://www.imperial.ac.uk/neonatal-data-analysis-unit/neonatal-data/utilising-the-nnrd/


	Collaborators on behalf of the UK Neonatal Collaborative.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health]
	[image: The European Society for Developmental Perinatal and Pediatric Pharmacology]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by topic
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Thank you to our reviewers
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-2052Print ISSN: 1359-2998

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


