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    	Neonatology
	Pharmacology

Successful neonatal brain MRI relies on having a settled infant within the scanner to permit acquisition of the necessary sequences and good-quality images. Unsettledness may lead to incomplete or unsuccessful scans, and costly rescheduled scans with concomitant parental anxiety and inconvenience. Significant motion artefact may confound or preclude interpretation, leading to diagnostic errors.1 Use of premedication to assist neonatal MRI is controversial: routine sedation can be used safely and effectively in neonates2 though some report successful whole-body MRI without sedation.3 It is unclear how widely routine sedation premedication is practised.
In October 2013, our centre (Norwich) electively introduced routine use of chloral hydrate sedation along with a body splint-immobilising device for neonatal MRI. We aimed to: (a) review our experience with MRI quality and success in epochs before and after introducing sedation and vacuum immobilisation, (b) determine current UK practices regarding use of sedation for neonatal brain MRI.
We … 
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