





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: ADC Fetal & Neonatal Edition]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 97, Issue Suppl 1 
	A care pathway for maternity patients with suspected severe sepsis


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Maternal Medicine Posters


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      A care pathway for maternity patients with suspected severe sepsis
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	A Uku, 
	C Candelier, 
	A Green

	[bookmark: aff-1]Stepping Hill Hospital, Stockport, Manchester, United Kingdom





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract

The 2006-08 Saving Mothers' Lives Report recommends that all maternity services should use existing guidelines to develop their own clinical guideline for the identification and management of pregnancy-related sepsis by the end of December 2011.

A recent audit of our maternity unit's compliance with our local Trust Management of Severe Sepsis Guidelines identified serious deficiencies in care provision – delay in recognition of severe sepsis, incomplete investigations and monitoring, delay in prescribing systemic antibiotics and in giving adequate doses, with an overall lack of senior involvement. Both midwifery and obstetric staff failed to recognise the importance of immediate aggressive treatment in the first “golden hour” of resuscitation in order to reduce maternal morbidity and mortality.

The 2008 International Guidelines for the Management of Severe Sepsis and Septic Shock have been adapted to the obstetric setting using our Early Warning Scoring Tool for Maternity Patients. A flowchart incorporating baseline observations, investigations, treatments to be instigated within 1 hour of diagnosis, multidisciplinary team involvement with triggers for referral has been developed by a group of obstetricians, midwives and anaesthetists. The flowchart includes a section on fetal investigations and monitoring for women with sepsis in the antenatal period.

It is hoped that the development of a Suspected Severe Sepsis Care Pathway specific to maternity patients incorporating the key recommendations made by the last Saving Mothers' Lives Report will improve care provision for our women and their unborn babies. A prospective audit measuring compliance with standards is planned for 2012.
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