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    Neonates, particularly those born prematurely, are uniquely susceptible to invasive bacterial infections. Neonatal immunity relies predominantly on innate responses, including antimicrobial proteins and peptides (APP),1 but cord blood plasma concentrations of APP have not been investigated. This study was approved by the King Edward Memorial Hospital ethics committee.
Cord blood samples obtained by venepuncture of placental surface vessels and maternal samples obtained by peripheral venepuncture at delivery, following written informed consent, were collected into heparinised tubes and processed within 2 h; plasma was snap-frozen and stored at −80°C. APP concentrations were determined by enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) in accordance with the manufacturers’ recommendations (Hycult Biotechnology, Uden, The Netherlands and Cayman Chemical, Ann Arbor, MI, USA). Comparisons between groups were by Mann–Whitney U test (two groups) or Kruskal–Wallis test with Dunn’s post-test (>2 groups). Significance was set at p<0.05.
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