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    In 1999, 80% of French neonatal centres used corticosteroids, mainly betamethasone, to prevent or to treat bronchopulmonary dysplasia (BPD).1 As many data suggested a low benefit/risk ratio, an updated assessment of this use was necessary.2–5

Methods
Questionnaires addressing the use of and indications for corticosteroids were sent to all French neonatal centres.



  





Results
The study was performed over five months (July–November 2006). Questionnaires were sent to 202 centres, of which 186 (92%) centres completed them. Of these 186 centres, 147 (79%) units had a standard protocol for corticosteroids use, … 
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